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What's all the Buzz About?

CITY SIGHTS

PECTORAL PICTORIAL From left, Kurt Zabor, Mike Haines, Roger Santos, Justin Zabor, Ken McKenzie, David Fisch and Josh Fidler outside the “Late Show” theater

DEAD SEXY

A gang of calendar boys'hits NYC, and they’re no stiffs




BY JO PIAZZA

orget the foxy fire-
men of the FDNY.
'thanfMg—

tuaries, a group

flexing funeral direc-

tors, are currently

starring in their own
morbid calendar — and they're hit-
ting the streets of New York.

These calendar boys’ shots
range from campy to downright
bizarre, with plenty of dark hu-
mor thrown in. The calendar is
the brainstorm of funeral-home
atod § e apes ¥ Chaneing
ated it in the hopes
m'smmmdmﬁ—
cians: i.e., re not all Dr. Fran-
kensteins. Proceeds will go to
KAMM Cares, a nonprofit benefit-
ing women from breast
cancer that M e helped cre-
ate after his sister was diagnosed
with the disease.

So what makes these
men s0 sexy? While traipsing top-
lessabnd:ﬂaw?m‘kﬁiqlﬂtweak,
they answered our questions, ex
podnstbemmhﬂm:dmemmm

CITY SIGHTS

DEAD SEXY

A gang of calendar boys hits NYC, and they're no stiffs

“¥esh, | think a lot of people
think we're a lot of older men
who are kind of grave [said
with a straight face]. People
don’t realize theres are a lot
of younger people and some
of us are kind of hot, We're
young, hip guys wha have fun
outside of what we do," Kurt
Zabor, Mr. April, 24,

What do you expact from a
date?

“I want a date to do some

research about what | want and what | don't
want and make that happen. Call the mortu-
ary and ask “What does he like7 What does
he not e ? What does he want to do?" Ken
McKenzie, Mr. June, 40

Do girls think what you do Is a tum-on?
“People gat a kick out of it. It's definitely &
conversation starter,” Kurt Zabor

What does your wife,/gifffriend think
about what you do? Is she freaked out?

"Na, she's cool about it. She comes down
to our place and helps out. But she doesn't
deal with the bodies or anything.* Rager
Santos, Mr. December, 26

How long do you walt to tell a woman
what you do after you start dating?

“Yeu try to wait as long as you can. When

| would go out to bars and talk to the girls
It even got o the point where | would say |
was in the insuranoe business. You wait as
long as you can and the maore mature thelr

that. | haven't found any that find
it a weird turm-on. |'d probably
run'if | did.™ Dawid Fisch, Mr.
August, 28

Have you ever brought a
back to the funeral

“Actually yes, because | lived
in a loft above it. At first it
was kind of weird, but after

a month | got used toit. I'm
glad 1o be out of there, My social life s a
little bit better.” Kurt Zabor

e gy
LS. | | my wark home with
m,'m

What's your perfect date?
“A fall matorcycie ride in the mountains,
Mike Haines

Have you ever gotten lucky in a coffin?
“It's very uncomfortable in there."
Ken MoKenzie #
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IT DOESN'T TAKE A

marketing genius to slap
SOME pretty firemen onto a
calendar and call it a day. But it
takas a spacial kind of visionary
with a healthy sense of humor
to round up a raglag gang of
frignds ar colleagues, convincs
them to strip down, and start
snapping away with a4 camera,
.':'I.::l|.r='|'.'.'l talked to thres such
calandar entrepreneurs, all of
whaom embarked on their tasks
with selfless ambitions 1o raise
funds for causes near to their
hearts—and who were alao
aporting enough to take off
their own clothes for the
greater good
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PARM

PARMA e PARMA HEIGHTS ® SEVEN HILLS
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Brothers  Justin
nd Kurt Zabor, the
hird  peneration  of
Sibor family mem-
ey behind Parma's
tibor Funeral
lome, were  Fea-
ared Jan. 26 on the
E-TV Rime
low, 1 v 100" which airs
wally from 8-% p.m. Friduys
nWEY(TV (3),

Both Zabor brochers were
wited to be “members of the
wh,” on the wivia game
how, In which one contestant
des o win 31 million, by
liminanng 100 “members of
e mok.”

The program was taped in
arfly  Diecember in Culver
ity, Calif,, norch of Los An-
gles, on o studio lot, Justn
iu[:unr. 29, tells RH.

The brothers were amang
the 11-member cast of the
2007 “Men of Mormuaries™
charity  calendar sold, with
prroceeds EJunuﬁ::illg
cancer rescarch, to be par of
“the moh™ on the show.

The calendar s the bon-
child of Long Beach, Calif:
mortician  Kenneth MeKen-
zie, who appeary in the cal-
endar along with the Zabor
brothers.

“We were picked up in a|

white strerch Hummer, and
Ken rented black tuxes for
each of ws w wear on the
show,” said Justin Zabor. "It
was amazing that he paid for
all of that for us.”

The: program is hosted by

actoricomic- Bob Sru;et best

known for his poles in the for- |
imer ABC-TV sicom, “Full |
House,” and as the former
host of “Amenca’s Funniest
Home Videos,”™

breast |

NTHURSDAY ® FEBRUARY 8,

'Parma momcmns making primetime TV debut

inter-g
viewed h\ Bab, but it did not

“Kurt was scoually

air (s a part of the showh"

| Justin Zabor said,
The New Jersey woman)
who was the chosen contes- (B

tant walked awaw from the
{show F121,000 richer, having
climinated all but 16 of the
ongingl  1M-member  moh,
after answering six  general
ETIVES (UESTIONS in i pow,

Justin Fabor was  among
those fimal 16, but did noc
come home with any moane-
Eary WInnings.

*They invited me back
play,™ Zabor said, “possibly in
March.”

He's not sure iF he Il do i

The brothers were flown o
Lias Angeles for the u]'-lri;., on
| Thursday afternoon; Taping
ook pluce Friday, and, afrer a
charity calendar-signing event
on Sarwrday in Long Beach,
they returned o Parma on
Sunday.

The 2007 “Men of Mormu-
aries calepdar s
nﬂll'lhlc nrthm: ot WWW.me-

e @O0

Sun News

Hiek Hnum

Zabar Funeral Home
also has copies avail-
able. Visit them ar
5680 Pearl Road, be-
tween Snow  and
Ridge roads, or call
[4441) BR4-50135,
Comneidentally,: 1o-
day it Kun Zabor's

25ch birchday. If vou see him,
offer vour congratulations.

The brothers are che sons of
Thomas and Cassandra Zabor,
who are no doubt very proud.
The farnil}' 1% celebrating S0
years in business in 2007,

An interesting nofe s that
when he’s not working in the
funeral industry, Justin Zabor
alsn 15 a professional motiva-
tinnal speaker, who uses the
tighne, “I Speak the Lan-
puage of Life in the Face of
Dreach. PHis  presencation
topic s “Business Lessons
Learned from Modeling, Muor-
tuaries and Motivation.™

o
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Kurt [left) and Justin Zabor



Funeral director pumps up
to bare chest for charity

AE R EHFELD AT Ao

Grag Jackan, a luneral diractor 5t ReenbeKundinger Funaral mnmmmﬁ?& Marshlield YMCA.

Iy Jisa Lewis
Nwrganeeo Mews-Feran

When he's on the job,

ingesr funaral

director Grag Jackan typ-
cally wears & dirk aust.

But he hogesn to nppanr

in the 2008 Men of

Mortusries Calendar
without the suit jacket
or-shirt to benefit the
EAMM Cares Cancer
Foundation,

According to Jackan,
48, he's "not a hunlky guy”
Has wile, TAmi, sugresteed
he wpply for the contest
beconsse “ just really lie
his yoray bnie” His daugh-
ter, Allison, 20, probably
sums up best the repscn
Oreg was chosen.

*He's photogemic, He'll

oever be like, 'Take my
ickure,’ bot you knbw
o wants you to take it,"
she gaid. “My dad, he's
un . mmazing guy, and ho
desnrves 17
dackan will spend My
1T to 21 at Lung Beach,

Calif, for the photo

ahowt. For the past seven
weeks, he's been st the
Marshfield Area YMOA
an Monday, Wednesdny
and Fridey r|:|4|r:r|.'ing:5
warking with o trainer
Not only does he do the
hotie workout, but he alsg
wirlkes & mitles ta and from

0 oy,

Thare: isn't o Huhromn-
tee Jackan will appear
in the 3008 odition. Cnly
12 models of 17 chosen
witll roicke it, he snid, And

dackan wears § shirt show-
ing ona of the pholos irom
the 2007 calendar.

Tami. aaid the workout
regimen is bocousa (iregp
doesn’t knuw who his
competition will be,

“He just wants o look
the VErY beat that e mn”
she anirdl.

The calendar was
organized by Kenneth
MeRenzie, owner of
MeEenzie Mortuary in
Long Beach, whoes sster
15 B biepst cancer survi-
var, The money raized by
calendar sales will provide
support for women with
brenst cancer who might
meed hielp to buy proceries
or puy for housing

Az an actor appenring
in many el theater pro-
tuctions — eurrently in
“Lisherit the Wind™ at the
University of Wisconsim.
Marshiield Wood County
— Jackan doesn't think
the photn shoot will be too
difficult. He wis told to
bring wome of the propa
he's used which eonld be
feattired in the calendar

THE PLAIN DEALER

Tty o Calsfornia 1o pose for & oalonder, “The M

LG | 1 |
Justin dabor, left, and his hrother Kurl dont reflect she stereobype of fenernl diresoes. They
il Meriuaries.”

ot fiuk.
I think it was just kind of
What the ek, = Knrt sadd.
The calendar models Fasgm n
agw from 23 to 49, MeKenxie
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copies and donated #$15000 “Iwant ... to let people know thing people wanted was more
C ALEND AR from their sale to Kamm Cares, these are just guys,” said McK- skin," he said. “If they wanted it,
a foundation that helps people enzie, who is shown washing a they’'re going to get it.”
Confinued from Page B1 living with breast cancer. hearse in a sleeveless Tshirt Nextyear's edition will feature
Charitable benefits aside, in the 2007 calendar “When models pursuing their hobbies

are normal people outside the
funeral home,” he said.

The first edition of the calen-
dar, “Men of Mortuaries 2007,"
featured 11 funeral directors
standing bare-chested in a va-
riety of funereal settings. The
calendars are the work of Ken
McKenzie, owner of McKenzie
Mortuary in Long Beach, Calif

McKenzie, 40, said his sister
came up with the idea shortly
after she was diagnosed with
breast cancer. He printed 50,000

McEenzie said he, too, believes
the calendar can help dispel
the gloomy image of funeral
directors. Some may wonder
whether the calendar, with its
images of men standing half-na-
ked in & graveyard, undermines
the sense of compassion and de-
corum reguired of morticians.
McKenzie said he has received
only a few complaints. Mainly,
he said, the calendar helps to
humanize people in his line of
work,

they come in to make funeral
arrangements, (people} should
not be so scared.” ]
Cote said he, too, saw no con-
flict between the portrayal of fu-
neral directors in the calendar
and his professional duties.
“They did a tasteful job with
the calendar,” he said. “T don't
feel it's negative in any way,"
There was one piece of feed-
back MeKenzie said he heard
repeatedly after the 2007 cal-

endar appeared. “The only

Wook ity i bmanch the sipe's ony somedtnd degeos in
Fusizal Servion YL, in Weiks, will offer the assad-
v’ dhpiree ooy rans online beginrony, s dall, Clise.
willl crinns G Gopics st morhaary law, B e
aggemrent and erobadiming.

Sarg Dhvgrells

| G A

or intérests, McEKenzie said.
One funeral director, a rodeo
rider, will be photographed with
4 horse. Another who worked
his way through school as a
waiter will be shown serving
chocolate-covered strawberries
to a table of women customers,

Cote, who is packing his wa-
ter ski and swim trunks for his
photo shoot, said he has been
dieting in preparation for his
tryout.

“I'll go in about 180 pounds”

he zaid.

He gaid he also intends to go to
a tanning salon before he leaves
for California in mid-May to be
on an equal footing with con-
testants who haven't endured
a Maine winter Cote said he
believes he can hold his own,
but he knows the competition
will be intense.

“This is a unigue group of fu-
neral directors,” he said. *Trust
me, they're not like this all
around the country,”

Staff Writer-Seth Harkness can be
contacted at 282-8225 or at:
sharkness@pressherald. com
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that can affect learning.

close to their school, however,

menl programs.

Committee.
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Drop Dead Gorgeous Funeral Directors Unite to Save Lives
Men of Mortuaries 2008 Calendar

August 16, 2007 (Los Angeles, CA) — Yes, it is that time of the year again...when fourteen “drop dead gorgeous”
funeral directors take a stand in front of the camera to create the 2008 Men of Mortuaries (MOM) calendar in
order to raise awareness and funds for the KAMM Cares Cancer Foundation. The Men of Mortuaries calendar
was such an overwhelming success last year that the creator Kenneth McKenzie of McKenzie Mortuary in Long
Beach, California decided to do it again, showing more skin this time around.

“Presenting the public with attractive funeral directors in good taste with little clothing was a huge undertaking,”
said Kenneth McKenzie, Executive Director of the Men of Mortuaries calendar. “We wanted to continue giving our
audience pumped up, sexy men from the mortuary business, but this year, we capitalized on having the models
showcase ‘“life” instead of their day-to-day jobs. People love the idea of the calendar benefiting a great cause
while enjoying a little eye candy. It's a unique approach that has really taken off."

Besides showing more skin this year, McKenzie wanted to shake things up a little by turning the model search for
the calendar into a contest. Men from across the United States applied for the chance to become of show off their
six-pack abs for a ‘six feet under’ approach to the modeling business. Over 400 men responded to the
heartwarming story about Ken’s sister, Katherine Alyce McKenzie-Meadows, who faced breast cancer and
struggled to recovery of this deadly disease. Her journey made Men of Mortuaries and KAMM Cares Cancer
Foundation possible. Months later, 19 hunky hotties were flown into southern California for the prestigious photo
shoot. It wasn’t an easy job, but eventually, 14 men were chosen to represent the 2008 calendar.

The calendar raises money for the non profit organization, KAMM Cares Cancer Foundation
(WWW.KAMMCARES.org) each year and has received remarkable support from communities, the media and
several celebrities. Last year, Whoopi Goldberg declared the calendar a "must have!" Gene Shalit of the Today
Show considered the Men of Mortuaries calendar to be “the top choice for the giving season” and Newsweek
listed the calendar among its “top 10 picks”.




\;/
v About KAMM

About KAMM Cares Foundation

KAMMCARES is a foundation dedicated to the care and assistance of those going through
treatment for breast cancer. Monies collected provide such necessities as child care costs and
groceries, and other living expenses. The primary goal of KAMMCARES is to give to those
struggling with cancer more opportunities in order to improve their lives. www.kammcares.org

When Katherine and Kenneth were in their early teens, their father committed suicide. This life-
changing event steered Kenneth into the funeral business. After completing courses in mortuary
science and working at corporate funeral homes, he opened McKenzie Mortuary.

Kenneth is well known for his unique fund raising talents, such as yearly estate sales that benefit
Southern California’s hospice programs, and a season premier of “Six Feet Under” which raised
funds for Long Beach AIDS Walk. His most current project is the introduction of the “Men of
Mortuaries ™” calendar.

The idea of Katherine’s disease sparked a new venture for the siblings and launched the KAMM
organization to benefit those who need extra help. It's because of those individuals that this
organization exists and continues to provide support, both moral and financial, during a
particularly difficult time.



Contact

For more information on how
to get a hold of this one-of-a-
kind calendar chock-full of
tall, dark and handsome
mortuary men, contact
Kenneth McKenzie at 1-800-
791-4099 or visit

www.menofmortuaries.com.

-
ﬁ;

The calendar will be
available for purchase in
October 2007.



